Book Reviews
The Community's Children Long-term substitute care: a guide for the intelligent layman edited by Jessie Parfit pp xiii+108 15s London: Longmans in association with National Bureaufor Co-operation in Child Care 1967 Here is a splendid book written for all who are interested in what child care is really about. It should prove most helpful to people elected to positions in local government, especially those on children's committees of local authorities or boards of management of children's homes. Doctors, teachers, probation officers and health visitors will also find much of interest concerning children living away from their own families, whom they meet in the course of their daily work.
The list of contributors makes most impressive reading, all being experts in their various fields. After a discussion of the background and reasons why children are taken into care, the various ways of caring for children are described, including reception centres, foster homes and children's homes and also the aim of the caring process. There is a helpful section on the feelings of the parents and children involved. This is followed by a section on the special needs of the lost child and the child who failed, and a further section on the specialized services involved and the training of staff. Finally, we are treated to an interesting chapter on the future trends in child care and a most helpful appendix on the relevant laws, followed by a bibliography and details of sources of further information.
P2ediatric Cardiology edited by Hamish Watson
TD MD FRCP(Ed) MRcP(Lond) pp xx+996 illustrated £13 London: Lloyd-Luke 1968 This is a massive volume, nearly 1,000 pages of double columns, on paper of almost foolscap size, and as a work of reference it deserves to be called comprehensive. Its production and reproduction are excellent. The bibliography and index are more than adequate. The list of authors is most impressive, and if your reviewer has to pick out special qualities, it would be to say that the anatomy, as would be expected coming from Leiden and St Andrews, is excellent. The physiology of fcetal and post-natal circulations in these abnormalities is also very well covered. However, there is a singular deficiency in the surgical aspects of this largely surgical subject, which are confined to a chapter of 14 pages, and the reader will not be able, in many instances, to find the surgical risk rates for palliative and curative surgery for each of the lesions described under the various chapter headings. Despite this, it is a book which deserves a place upon the shelves of all those individuals or groups interested in the subject. This report of the symposium held in New York in 1965 fulfils the hope of the Program Committee that 'much of the active research in the various dimensions of the field might be reviewed and presented by many of those who have contributed most significantly to it'. The topics range from purely biochemical studies of transitions between neural activity and rest, through neuroanatomical and neurophysiological investigations, to reports of sleep disturbances in psychiatric disorders. However, the information provided neither rests on nor seems to lead towards a definition of sleep: thus D 0 Hebb still feels bound to present it as a negative state during which various attributes of wakefulness are absent, and no other contributor succeeds in providing a more acceptable definition.
The problem of defining depth of sleep is discussed specifically by H L Williams but' is implicit in many of the communications and ofcontinuing practical concern to all clinical neurophysiologists: there appear to be no consistent relationships between electroencephalographic patterns, behavioural features and the various psychophysiological measures of arousal; indeed, one may question whether depth of sleep is a reasonable concept. Marked species differences exist, notably between cat and man, which reinforce the need for caution in transferring to the human the results of neuropharmacological studies on the experimental animal. This is an interesting and stimulating volume which is also a source of a number of comprehensive and authoritative reviews of the literature up to the end of 1965. All concerned with sleep and with other states of impaired consciousness will require access to it. The pity is that few will be able to afford a personal copy.
JAMES H MARGERISON
Radiology in Neuro-Ophthalmology by Guido Lombardi MD pp viii +244 illustrated £5 6s Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1967 Edinburgh &London: E& SLivingstone It must have been hard to decide what to leave out of this book. The frontiers of neuro-ophthalmology march everywhere with those of neuroradiology of the head and only within the orbit is there something special to say beyond a neuroradiologist's requirements. Conversely, radiologists who work with ophthalmologists and neuroophthalmologists themselves need more than a nodding acquaintance with all the possible causes of defective vision. Professor Lombardi has omitted tumours more distant from the eye than the optic chiasm but has included intracranial aneurysms and angiomas. He has wisely added two chapters about the nasal sinuses and the nasopharynx. It makes a short and handy book with, most important, clear descriptions of the technique and normal and abnormal appearances of contrast examinations of the orbital contents. It is for these chapters about the orbit itself that established radiologists will chiefly value this book; they will also be read with advantage by DMR and FFR students. I suspect, however, that the ophthalmologists will regret the absence of cerebral tumours because they will have to look elsewhere for a short account and will not find it easily in English in a volume which is also devoted to their special problems.
It is the habit of reviewers to find small details to criticize, in order to show that they have well and fully read their text. This is possible with any book. Here one might wonder after a careful look at three of the pictures whether Professor Lombardi's pathology colleagues have quite always given him an acceptable answer upon difficult points of diagnosis.
One laments that the old ghost of the 'congenital' aneurysm now in a 'developmental' shroud should still haunt the pages thirty-eight years after Forbus's misunderstood observation. France 1968 This slim book provides a-review of the history of electrical anesthesia and electronarcosis (electrical sleep). It is intended for both medical and lay readers and assumes only a basic understanding ofphysics and ansesthesia.
The first part of the book deals with electronarcosis which induces drowsiness, sleep and muscle relaxation. This technique is safe and reliable and has been used for treating psychiatric diseases and psychosomatic disorders. The second part covers electrical anasthesia. This was first described in 1910 and little progress has been made in the technique since that time. Unfortunately, no details of the authors' results are included, as they have been published elsewhere. Both the patients quoted as illustrations of the technique had a barbiturate induction followed by a muscle relaxant and artificial ventilation with oxygen. One patient complained of awareness.
Patients anesthetized in this manner show a quick and full recovery of consciousness and an absence ofrespiratory and metabolic disturbances.
The authors present an honest and balanced picture of the present state of electrical anesthesia. They point out its disadvantages, such as slow and unpleasant induction, unpredictable depth of anmsthesia, narrow margin between convulsions and awareness. They are more enthusiastic about the merits of electronarcosis, which can be used safely to produce sedation and muscle relaxation. This is a comprehensive reference book of modern pLediatric therapy designed for the ward library and the pmediatrician's office. Its size has been increased by a further 60 pages and one wonders where this will end or whether we shall
